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tioned as refusing to leave Paris; Brissot1 and Duchastel,2
who had escaped, but had been recaptured; Carra, the
journalist and deputy for Paris; Sillery, the ex-Constituant,
husband of Madame de Genlis, and intimate friend of the
Duke of Orleans; Ducos and Boyer-Fonfrede, the friends of
Vergniaud; Fauchet, the constitutional bishop of Calvados;
Lauze-Deperret, from whom Charlotte Corday had received her
letter of introduction; Lepterpt-Beauvais 3 and Antiboul/ who
had shown Girondin tendencies when on mission to Saint-
Etienne and Marseilles; Duprat and Mainvielle, deputies for
the Bouches-du-Rh6ne, and friends of Barbaroux; Lacaze, a
deputy for the Gironde; and Lasource, the former Protestant
pastor, who represented the Tarn. These deputies were
removed to the Conciergerie on October 6, and on October 24
they were brought in a body to take their trial before four
judges, presided over by Herman.5 They seemed still to believe
in the power of words, for Vergniaud is reported to have said
hopefully on leaving the Conciergerie, " If we are allowed to
speak, we shall return, if not, adieu for ever."6 They were
allowed to speak; Vergniaud had prepared an elaborate plan
of defence,7 and Brissot was admitted on all sides to have
surpassed himself; yet so slight was the power of their
eloquence, that they were all unanimously convicted, after six:
days' trial, and condemned to death on October 30. On hearing
the sentence, Dufriche-Valaze stabbed himself, and his dead
body was taken back to the Conciergerie with the living
prisoners. A talented French author has written a fanciful
sketch, entitled the " Last Supper of the Girondins,"8 and it
may well be believed that even the recollection of the death
of Valaze did not quench the wit and eloquence of his friends.
On the following day, October 31, the twenty condemned
Girondin deputies were guillotined, and the Great Committee
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